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Abstract:

With the arrival of Islam in Iran, Arabic became the official, as well as scientific
and literary language of the west Asia, and it was only in the fourth century AH that
writing in Persian became widespread in lIran. At that time, however, Arabic
loanwords composed a large number of scientific and technical terms, and it was
thought other languages, including Persian, were incapable of expressing scientific
concepts. Extensive borrowing from Arabic and inattention to word-formation
processes of Persian, which was a legacy of the Pahlavi language, caused the
language to lose many of its capabilities, such as simple verbs, prefixes, and
suffixes. But study on Shikand Gumanik Vijar shows that the Pahlavi language,
relying on its own capabilities, was able to express many complex scientific
concepts, which were later replaced by Arabic loanwords. In this polemical work,
the author, using the capabilities of word formation of the Pahlavi language, has
denoted many scientific concepts without using loanwords, a capability that Persian

also enjoyed it at the first centuries AH.
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