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Abstract:

Versed storytelling reached its peak in the 6™ century AH with the appearance of Elias
bin Yusuf Nizami. Iskandar-Nameh is one of the stories of Nizami’s five long poems.
After Ferdowsi, Nizami Ganjavi was the second poet who composed the story of
Iskandar/Alexander. Apparently, for the first time, he wrote an independent verse from
the popular folk stories about Alexander, and this became a tradition afterward and was
followed by a number of Iranian, Indian, and Turkish poets. In the sub-continent, quite
a few commentators have shown much favor and respect to it. An important commentary
on Iskandar-Nameh was written by a literary person named Muhammad Nasir Ibn Sultan
Sufyani. This work has many values, including the fact that it contains the names of
many people, books, and poems, which makes it more valuable. A copy of this work
was identified, which was written in 1264 AH. A sole manuscript of this important work
numbered Pe-11 3L, is kept in the Central Library of the University of the Punjab, Lahore,
Pakistan. The manuscript has one hundred and sixty-two (162) folios/ 344 pages. Each
page has twenty-four (24) lines written in smaller script. The pages have no tabulation
and gilding. The titles are bold. On the top of the described verses, there is a bold line
drawn. The writer/ describer introduces himself at the beginning of his commentary:
"Mohammed Nasir Ibn Sultan Sufyani”. In the end, there is a more detailed introduction.
The writer has not chosen a specific title for this literary work.

Keywords: Nizami Ganjawi, Iskandar-nameh, 12th century AH, Description, Review,

Analysis.
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